
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CANCER COM-
MISSION OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY.
The fifth annual report of the Collis P.

, Huntington Memorial Hospital and the Can-
cer Commission of Harvard University has
been submitted for the year ending June 30,
1917. Since the Commission first decided to ex-

pand its work from that made possible by the
Croft bequest to a larger field of usefulness, it
has obtained funds which have enabled it to
build and conduct a hospital of twenty-five beds
for a period of about five years, and to estab-
lish a plant which now represents a valuation
of about six hundred thousand dollars, and in-
volves an annual expenditure of nearly fifty
thousand dollars. With these funds it has
been enabled, not only to support the hospital,
but to conduct investigations into the origin
and treatment of cancer. For this purpose the
Commission has organized a hospital staff, con-

sisting of experts in the care and treatment of
the disease. It has also brought together a

group of scientific investigators engaged in re-

search into the problems which the progress of
the work brings forward from time to time for
solution.

The most recent activities of the Commission
have been concerned with the problems which
the discovery of radium and other forms and
applications of light rays have brought into
prominence. Under the supervision of Prof.
William Duane, there has been conducted for
the past five years a systematic study of the
action of light rays upon cancer, and their in-
cidental effects upon normal tissues. Professor
Duane's work has been chiefly concerned in the

perfection of a method of obtaining the "ema-
nation" from radium in a pure state, and pre-
paring it in a form serviceable for therapeutic
purposes. Dr. W. T. Bovie's research work on

the action of rays of light upon the living
cell in a state of active division has a most
important bearing upon the underlying condi-
tions of cancer and growth in general.

The Commission has suffered from the loss of
active workers, who have been called into the
service of a country at war. Many valuable in-
vestigations have been curtailed for this reason.

The amount of radium in the possession of
the Commission has more than doubled during
the past year, and now amounts to one gram,
representing a value of about one hundred
thousand dollars.

The expansion of the work of the Commis-
sion has shown the importance of the construc-
tion of a new building or annex to the Hos-
pital, specially designed for this original work.
The Hospital itself has a constantly increasing
service, and the large number of out-patients
calls for additional accommodations. Designs
are being prepared for an addition, where the
valuable radium plant, a new x-ray machine,
and specialized chemical laboratories can be
suitably housed.
During the year plans have been made to

supply the State of Massachusetts with what is
called a Free Diagnosis Service. One of the
difficulties in obtaining accurate statistics of
cancer is due to the frequent lack of accurate
pathological investigation of the supposed can-
cer tissue. A microscopic examination by a

competent authority is often wanting. The
Commission has, therefore, planned to supply
this service for the physicians and hospitals of
Massachusetts, to whom it is not otherwise
available. Such aid from the Commission can-

not fail to be of great practical value to the
State in favoring the early recognition and the
effective treatment of cancer. Too much stress
cannot be laid upon the importance of the fact
that it is in its early stages that cancer is a

curable disease.
The work of the Commission has shown dur-

ing the past year that a slow but steady prog-
ress is being made towards the solution of the
proper method of treating cancer. No panacea
has yet been discovered, but a backward glance
gives ample evidence that much has been ac-

complished. In the more superficial forms of
the disease, such as are seen so frequently on

the face, many cures are effected by radium,
and in some of the internal forms of malignant
disease the results of radiotherapy are encour-

aging.

METHODS FOR FIELD STUDY OF INDUS-
TRIAL FATIGUE.

From the Public Health Report for March
15, 1918, comes an interesting statement con-

cerning industrial fatigue investigation. Field
investigation into industrial fatigue means in-
vestigation carried out in the factory itself,
where fatigue is produced by ordinary work,
as contrasted with .experiments carried on in
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